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Introduction

Hello and welcome to your crash course in learning how to purchase a domain 
and hosting, and putting your WordPress Blog onto it!  I hope this guide will be 
easy for you to understand and will be able to show you the basics of setting up 
your own blog for whatever needs you have.

Having a blog is a great way of being able to express yourself.  With a personal 
blog you can put all your idea's onto your blog and have others comment and 
exchange idea's with you.  With a business blog you can promote a product your 
have or even promote a service you give.  There are endless possibilities with the 
internet and let's not set any limits on what we can with it!

You may be asking, “Why do I want a WordPress blog?”.  That is a very good 
question, and it has a very good answer.  The WordPress blog is the most user 
friendly online website creation tool that I have ever come across.  Anyone that 
can use a computer can figure out how to use a WordPress blog.  Without a 
wordpress blog building a website requires a great deal of technical skills.  Using 
this blog platform takes all the hard work away and provides you with a very 
simple operating dashboard that lets you control your entire site.

Selecting a Domain

What is a domain?  A domain is your websites address on the internet.  The 
domain for my site is http://www.howtomakeblog.net 

There are two options when selecting a domain.  If you are blogging just for 
yourself and your number one priority is not to get lots of traffic, I would 
recommend naming your blog after your main theme.  Your main theme could be 
something such as “A Mothers Advice” and you could set your domain as 
http://www.amothersadvice.com or even http://www.amothersadvice.net.  Other 
idea's you blog about are perhaps some hobbies your are interested in, such as 
“Joey's Hobbies” at http://www.joeyshobbies.com where you could blog about all 
your favorite hobbies and all the ways in which you do them.

If you are blogging for your business you get another two options.  One, you can 
brand yourself by using your product or companies name/brand such as 
http://www.JosephAndSonsPainting.com or you can do it in a manner that will 
help bring in traffic.  When you set your keyword as your domain name you get 
an extra boost in the rankings, such as http://www.SanJosePainting.com.
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For purchasing a domain, by far, the best name in the industry is GoDaddy.com. 
They are the leader when it comes to great and awesome deals for purchasing a 
domain.  A typical .com domain is under $10 bucks and lasts for a year and can 
be renewed for longer at any time

Once you have purchased your domain from GoDaddy.com you are ready to move 
onto getting your hosting account set up.  Also, when dealing with purchasing 
domains and hosting it will take some time for them to get activated and set up 
so be aware of this and patient with the process.

Purchasing Your Hosting

This is going to be where are your files are stored, you could think of this as your 
'house' while your domain is your 'address'.  I've found that the very best hosting 
around is done through http://www.HostGator.com.  They have very reliable 
servers and are great to deal with.

When purchasing your hosting you will go through steps as to what kind of server 
you want.  At this point you may want to call the Host Gator customer service and 
ask them what the best hosting would be for installing a WordPress blog onto it. 
When I first started out I made the mistake of choosing the wrong type of server 
and I had to call them and get it all fixed.

Once you have purchased the hosting you may have a waiting period so they can 
set everything up for you.  When your hosting is ready, get familiar with all the 
parts of it and what you are able to do.  Browse around for a good hour or so and 
get comfortable with it.  This will make things a lot easier in the future
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Linking Your Domain and Hosting

This part is a little tricky to get at first but once you do it once it will be a breeze. 
I will guide you through as best as possible with pictures from the hosting that I 
use.  When I purchased my first hosting account I was not aware of Host Gator 
and made the mistake of picking a different hosting, but with this information you 
will get the gist of it.

The basic thing we are applying here is we are going to point our domain to our 
host, which holds all the files, folders, images and whatever else is on our 
website.  A good reference to this is the domain is the address and the hosting is 
the house.

Log into your hosting's main screen and click on the Domain Manager.  It will look 
something like this:

http://howtomakeblog.net/go/HostGator


Where the black boxes are, of course, will be your personal hosting information. 
Now once you have clicked on your domain manager you will be brought to 
something that looks similar to this:



Mine is already set up, but what you will do is click on 'Add Domain'.  Once you 
are there you will see this screen:

In the “DOMAIN” box you are going to want to type your domainname.com. 
The /folder means this is the folder that all your files are going to be put in.  This 
is where you are going to install your WordPress files.  I suggest naming this the 
same as your domain name so if you are going to add more than one site to your 
hosting you will be able to find which files are on that domain.

Click 'OK' and the status will appear as pending.  Wait a few minutes and it now 
should be Setup, just like it says above.

Once it is Setup we can now move onto the next part, which is installing your 
WordPress blog (application) right into the main directory of your site.  What I 
mean by this, and this is very important, is that you going to want to put your 
blog at your www.mydomain.com as opposed to something which a lot of people 
do is put it at www.yourdomain.com/blog.  Putting this at the root domain makes 
it act just like a static (standard HTML) site.

http://www.yourdomain.com/blog
http://www.mydomain.com/


Installing WordPress

Again you're going to want to log onto your main configuration panel and click on 
the Your Applications image.



Once you have done this you will be brought to a new applications area where 
you have all kinds of different things to choose from.  Feel free to explore this 
area and look at all the different types of applications you can apply to your site.

For the purposes of this tutorial we are going to be installing a WordPress Blog. 
Click on the 'Blogs' tab and click on WordPress.

Click on 'Install Now!' and you will be brought to a screen that asks you for what 
domain you are going to install it on.  Install it on the domain you purchased and 
had already setup previously.  

After you do this you will be asked to setup a new database.  This is where the 
WordPress Blog will be installed on your server.  I suggest naming your database 
after your domain name so it will again be easy to recognize.

This next step is very important!  Don't miss this!



You will be asked what folder do you want to install your WordPress Blog into.

If there is anything in the prompt box delete it, and leave it blank just as the Help 
box suggests you may do.

You will then be asked to Configure all your user names and passwords and 
emails and that which is fairly easy to understand.  Also make sure you write 
down your name and password you used for your blog configuration so you can 
log into it in the next step.

Once you finish that and install it will begin creating your database and installing 
your application.  You will have to wait up to 15 minutes or so for this to happen. 



Setting up Wordpress

There you've finally done it!  You have a wordpress blog installed onto your own 
domain.  You have your very own website!  It wasn't that hard was it?

Now back to business, once your application is done installing it will take some 
time before it will start showing up at your domain and this is normal.  The host 
suggest waiting up to 48 hours for it to appear but generally it takes much less 
time than that.  Take a few hours off and come back and once you type in your 
domain you will see something that should look just like this:

This is the basic look of the WordPress blog.  It's a site.. but it's not too pretty is 
it?  Let's log into our WordPress blog and get us a new theme.

Start this by looking at the bottom right of the page and clicking on “Log In” 
under the “Meta” heading.  You will be prompted for your name and password. 
Insert the same ones you used for the configuration and you will be brought to 
the WordPress Dashboard.



This is what your DashBoard will look like:

You're going to notice that it says Wordpress 2.8 is available! At the top.  I 
suggest installing this and all you will have to do is click 'Please update now'.  You 
will be brought to a second page, click on the “Upgrade Automatically” bar and it 
will be done for you.



Choosing a New Theme

Now to pick out a new theme you're going to want to click on the “Appearance” 
tab on the left toolbar, you may be asked to login again and if you are do it. 
Under the 'Appearance' tab you are going to want to click 'Add New Themes'. 
That will bring you to this page:

There are many many things you can do here and I suggest you play around with 
the options for a while so you can see all the possibilities it offers.

When searching around you can also click on 'Preview' under the them to get a 
full expanded view of what it will look like.  To close it just click on the 'x' in the 
upper left and continue searching.

 Once you find a theme that you like go ahead and click on 'Install'.  A popup box 
will appear confirming your action.  Click 'Install Now'.  You will now come to a 
screen that says your installation was successful.  There is a list of actions you 
can take, click on 'Activate'.  Your theme will now be activated.



Now go ahead and click on Visit Site to look at your blogs new theme!

Here is the theme I chose, and what it currently will be looking like:



There you have it!  You have created your own personal website that you have 
complete control over.  This is the end of this tutorial, but it is not the end of the 
learning.  Come back to http://howtomakeblog.net to check out detailed tutorials 
on everything WordPress, including information on widgets, installing and 
choosing plugins, posting and pages, permalinks, and more!

Suggested Products

GoDaddy.com

A great site for purchasing domains

Host Gator

The best hosting around

Micro Niche Finder

Find new niche's to develop your blogs around to sell products and services

Bookmarking Demon

Create hundreds of backlinks to your site to get your site ranking in the search 
engines
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